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Advice to students:  Learn to appreciate failures as much as 
you do the successes and never give up an opportunity to 
experiment or try something new. 
 
Q: Please describe your path to becoming the computing professional you are today. 
A: For as long as I can remember, I have loved trying to figure out how things work. My 
mother stressed that my two younger sisters and I learn all kinds of creative skills while 
growing up (e.g., cross-stitching, sewing, making our own toys or working on home repairs). 
We tackled a new project/skill each summer. I really enjoyed those creative projects and 
found that it was fascinating to learn how to learn, apply and adjust. This is the essence of 
engineering. 
 
Q: What is your job, and why do you love it? 
A: I love my job because it is part management and part technical. Not only do I get to lead 
and provide support to incredibly talented individuals, but I also get to work on advancing 
technology and developing mission-critical capabilities for our warfighters. As a systems 
engineer, I have the opportunity to work with many different disciplines and get to help pull 
the pieces together. It is the ultimate jigsaw puzzle and it is lots of fun. 

 
Q: Please describe a computing-related work project of which you are most proud. 
A: Working on the NEXRAD Doppler radar network has been one of my favorite projects. It 
was a fascinating multi-year, multi-discipline, multi-agency, hardware/software upgrade to 
the National Weather Service radar network. I worked on the design, integration and final 
deployment with theorists, engineers, technicians, and meteorologists. The mix of ideas, skills 
and facilities was fascinating. My husband and I drove across country on one of our summer 
vacations, I would point out all the radars in the network that we passed (we even stopped at 
a couple of sites to support installation and/or troubleshooting). 
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Q:  What are your hobbies/ interests/ passions beyond working in computing?   
A: I enjoy volunteering with IEEE (currently I am the IEEE Women in Engineering 
International Chair, serve on the Computer Society Board of Governors and serve on the IEEE 
Eta Kappa Nu Board of Governors). I also volunteer quite a bit with Toastmasters 
International, which helps me to keep growing my communication and leadership skills. 
Outside of work, IEEE and Toastmasters, I enjoy playing in and directing chess tournaments 
(http://www.relyeachess.com), taking cross-country drives with my husband, reading and 
eating all sorts of ice cream flavors. 
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